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in which he found the South, probably could not have carried 66 south-
ern votes, even had he been able to secure the 88 northern votes listed
above,
In other words the shadow of Republican success produced an im-
possible situation in the Democratic party. Its northern wing was
doomed, and the only platforms or candidates which the southern voters
would support could do no more than keep the ruling Democratic party
in control in the South, If they gave up their strength at home on the
gamble of gaining allies to the northward, they would very likely lose
in both places. They realized that they could probably keep their local
positions if they accepted another dark horse and a meaningless plat-
form, and they were willing to take the risk. They asked therefore that
Douglas step aside; he was willing, but his followers were not. Their
dangers made them blind, and they forced Douglas to permit the de-
struction of the Democratic party. For the first time they stood up to
the dominant southern managers and exchanged blow for blow and
curse for curse. They would teach these "slave drivers" the meaning of
the rule of the majority. But the southerners would not learn the lesson.
The flight from Democracy had begun.